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Who am I . . . ?

 University of Wisconsin – Madison
 BS Mechanical Engineering 2008
 MS ME 2010 – diesel combustion / hybrid & 

electric vehicle fabrication

 Business plan competitions
 Always wanted to learn how business worked, 

change in pace from engineering courses



Business Plan Contests
SAGE Climate Leadership Challenge Competition - $10,000:
2009 - 2nd Place 

Burrill Business Plan Competition - $20,000:
2010 - 2nd Place 
2009 - 3rd Place 
2008 - 2nd Place 
2007 - Competitor

Wisconsin State Governor's Business Plan Competition - $5,000:
2010 - Winner - 3rd Business Services Category 
2009 - Competitor - Top 25
2008 - Competitor - Top 10 

Schoof and Tong Invention Competition - $1,000:
2010-2012 - Mentor
2006 - 4th Place 
2005 - Competitor 



2010 Business School 
Competition



2010 – Starter Home



First Project



Reception?

Nothing beats student writers



Cool Projects



Kickstarter



Wildlife Rehabilitation



MG21 – Alternative School



Maker Faire - PPPRS



Maker Faire - PPPRS



Local Press



National Press



National Press



2012-2018 
Real Estate Crunch



1949 Warehouse
Should have torn it down. . .



Instead we lifted it up!



+10 Feet
Simple code refactor. . .



Functional Building

Oct 2018

Oct 2017



Where are we . . . ?

Pyle Center

Sector67



Building Community



Encouraging the Next 
Generation



Reading 
Recommendation

 Ray Oldenburg – Great Good Place
 All about building community in a Third Place 

(not work, not home, . . . ?)

“Cafes, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons, 
and Other Hangouts at the Heart of a Community”



Chicken / Cat Tax

PLEASE VOTE / RUN IN ELECTIONS!

Chris Meyer:     team@sector67.org



What’s Next?

 Building now sustainable
  → Labor sustainability

 Creating an endowment 
– Now can pay 2 interns annually for work 

over the summer
 Working towards part / full time employee



Fundraising

 2017 – launched $750,000 fundraising 
campaign for build out

 Trick for fundraising – start with more than 
half of what you need

 118 people contributed $3k on average

 Largest single donor was $70k



Takeaway Advice

 Entrepreneurship is a hard lifestyle
 Lots of preparation (physically, mentally, 

financially) to make a runway
 Different goals

 Make money
 Build community
 Have “fun”
 Learn

 Pursue opportunities, know when to quit, know 
when to push



Whoops . . . 1960’s
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